i.L.G.A. 9th ANNUAL CONFEREMCE, B3ln, k.Se2rmany, 1937

MINUTES of (worksncd/plenarw]: DPaEdDDhilia (First sessicn)
fate: ilu Jure 1587

Chairperson{s): Casimir Elsen (point 1! / Joanne Boucatte
Minutes taken by: Lasimir ELsen

KB: Please, 115t all RECOMMSNDATIONS at tog end of your minutes In
a separate paragrach.

Presenn : 28 perscns, fros The Netherlgnds, Peruy, Sweden, Scotland, France,
Belgium, Mew Zealand, Denmark, U;5.A., Germany Austriz, nNorday gnd
Mexico.

Agenda : 1. The CRIES affair in Belgius
2. Ages of consent, with respezit to the work of the HPP
§. Ages of consent in general
4. Report Study Group on Paedophilia

1. The CRIES affair in Belgium

a. An update of the eventswas given [sensasionalistic prass reports stating
that CRIES - the french-speaking paedaphile group in Belgium - was nothim
else than a cover up for an international network of child prostitution
and child pornography, inwvolving about 400 persons. In fact only a few
people, who had met through CRIES, had organized in their private lives
and without knowledge of othar CRIES members illegal sexual activities
involving young childrem.]

5. two texts were discussed : a letter to the Belgian press, protesting anai
the misinformation printed in the papers, and 4 letter to Philippe Carper
{leader of CRIES, now im jail) persomally. Both letter wera referred to :
small committes (Miriam Saphira, Ruth Almadal, Peter Wingguist anc Casim]
Elsen), who will draft the letters and present them at next session of t
pasdophilia workshop.

2. The age of consent laws In general

[t was decided to discuss the age of consent laws in general £ irst, before
dealing with the specific aspects concerning the HPP.

a. There was first a clarification of the positiens taken by the particlpan
of the workshop on this matter. Some statements - adults gshould not have
sex with children, but that does not mean that paedophiles need to be
punished as now is done; we are only hearing from the adult side. What d
the children say ?; ages of consent are set up by adulis I under the
age of 12 it is absolutely NO !; the ideal situatiaon should be that ther
are no ages of comsent, but in reality the lowering of the age of consen
sust go hand in hand with changing the position of children in our socie
we have to go in 3 steps, the first being 2n equal age of consent for oo
gay and straight sex, the second Deing 4 minimum age of consent on the s
level in all EC countries, the third being the same in all countries;
it is necessary to develop the guality of relations in qanaral to protsc
parsons from exploitation; in principle it should be stressed that there
isa need for laws fighting exploitation.

b. Second part of the discussion was a kind of “prainstorming” in order ta
put forward arouments for and asainst. The main argumenis COnc erned the
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Oiherarguments concerned the equality of relations, the possible negative
effects (two arguments : & child can not foresee the long term effects -
1ne damage 15 done by the negative attitude of our society to these things).
Finally there were some remarks on the arbitrarity 6f an age of tonsent,
that we (zdults) snould not decide eabout what children do with their
sexuality, that the real problem had to d¢ with co ercion and persons with
bad intentions, and the lack of sexual education from early years on.
somepne expressed the f ear that [LGA stetements about lowsring or abolishing |
the age of consent could be abused by right wino grganisstions ggeinst ILGA.

The session was adjourned then. Mo specitic recommendations were nut forwerd
at this session.
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gn agreement on the toplc of the #ge of consent. On the one side there were
grguments that 2 years was the absolutely lowest age of consenmt that could be
acceptable (psychologisi®s point of view), that the pasers only teik about
the position of the children and do not reflect the aguit’s point of wiew,
thet pepple who have suffered sexul] 2buse in childnood will definitely agt
gccept & lowering of the age of consent (very emotional stand).
0n the other side arguments were put Torwar T

That some of the previous
arouments were based on own negative experiences or professional counselling
work with c&ses Thatl were negaiive and thetl positive experientss 50-had fo
voice; that gQay Teenagers sometimes got in trouble because of the £xisiing
anes of consent; that the large number of cases of sexvel abuse feem 10 indi=
cate that ages of consent don’t giwe & rer! protection; that also persons
under the age of comsent can T&i] in love and have sexual feelings.

In general it was agreed thet there was @ serious LACK OF INFORMATION
on paedophilia [tself &nd that therefore it was for some people difficult
to give & balanced point of view (someone asked "how can we be opposed
to something we don't know")
sk 0 LCaguciTED FELDTTEw
1t finally was s&id that the issue should be broadened, that not only [
paedophilia itself was & metter for discussion, but that also sexual education,
vouth rights anc relstec subjects had to be incleded in the discussion.

1t was agreed that the Study Group on Paedophilia, approved at the Copenhagen
conference, showld continue its work [Grada announced thet Bill Andriette
had written that he wag preparing - or at leest had planned - three papers)

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Thet a letter be send %o the Belgian press (through BELGA) asking to be

mare careful before eczusing osgenisatioms @ see leiler in annexure.

re1
a

That & copy of this letter to the press be send to Philippe Carpentier,
founder of CRIES

That the Leshian end Gay Prisoners Project ask for more information and
proceed in this ceze in & similar way 25 they do with other cases they arTe
dezling with.

“met the Study Group on Pzedophilia, approved at the Copenhagen Conference,
gontinues its work.
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SECOMMENDAT LUN Hg). 4
We recommend that the second half of the minutes from the second workshap
on paedophilia reads as fol lows:

The discussion started as the first session was continued, incleding now al:

the papers presented by Miriam Saphira and Bill Andristte. The discussion w
pmotional, and it was impossible o reach an agreement on the topic of the
age of conmsent.

Participants submitted that at the moment the age of 12 is taken as the
absolutely lowest age of consent by the various sciences relavant to this
subject matter. At this age a person is gensrally regardsd as capables of
reaching a level of understanding that 1s takem to be necessary in matiers
related to consent to sexual activity with adults.

It was also stated that some of the papers distributed only deal with the
position of children and do not reflect the points of view in terms of own
desires and right to have szex with cnildren.

Further it was put forward that victims of sexual abuse hawve urged not to
lower the age of consent.

Mext ft was submitted that though the large number of cases of sexual abuse
sesm to tndicate that an age of consent does not give a real protection,
number of cases of sexual abuse could rise in case of its abolition. Some
falt that some of the previous statements were based on negative experience
and that positive experience 32 has no woice.

It was also stated that gay tesnagers get in trouble because of the existim
age of consent and that indesd the large number of cases of sexual abuse im
cate that ages of consent @o not give & real protection.

It was also stated that persons under the age of consent can fall in love
and have sexual Feelings as well.

In general it was agreed that there was a serious lack of information par-
ticularly as far as the adult's point of view is concerned. Some felt that
consequently it was difficult to have a balanced point of view,

Finally some persons stated that the issue should be Broadened, that not on
paedophilia itself was a matter for discussion, but that alsulsexaul edu-
cation, youth rights and related subjects had to be included in the

discussion.

IN SUMMARY : There was disagreement among participants as to whether a sex-
ual relationship between &f adult and a pre-adolascent child constituted
abuse of power or constituted an egual relationship.

[t was agreed that the Study GROUP ON Paedophilia, approved at the Copen-
nagen conference, should continue its work in accordance with the decision

taken at the last annual conference.
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Te the Belgian press

BELGA Press Agency

Intérnational Press Center

Boulevard Cherlemagne 1 r
BRUSSELS

We write to you as the 88 delegates of 46 grovps from 20 nations worldwide,
gathered &t the 9th Annusl Conference of the Internatjonal Lesbizn and

Gay Association (ILGA). Ome of the principal aims of our organisztion is
the support of the prosuwigation of anti-discrimination laws, amd the
guarantee and implementation of humanm rights for &ll people regeriless

of sexual prisntaticn.

The International Lesbiam and Gav Association hes been informed of bizsed
press reports on the so-called CRIES-affair. Without takimg posizion on

the orgamisation CRIES itself, we urgently ask that the Belgian cress be
wmore careful before accusing orgamisaticns of sexusl minorities eagd their
activists of criminal offenses without legal g rounds for swch aciusations.
The IL%A congemns all exploitetion of popular prejudice for senszzicmalisiis
pUFrpOSes.
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